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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS IN SANSKRIT
LITERATURE - A PERCEPTION

Mr. Kalpeshkumar H. Solanki
Adhyapak Sahayak

Smt. KSN Kansagara College
Rajkot, Gujarat

It is considered that Sanskrit language is one of the ancient
languages of the universe and it contributed a lot in the
preservation and promotion of Indianness. Contribution of
Sanskrit to Literature, Environmental Science, World Philosophy,
Sociology, Psychology and almost all other disciplines is
unquestionable. It is not only a classical language, but it is
something more than these. It is a perennial river of knowledge
catering to a variety of situations leading to the creation of an
ideal society for entire living creatures.

Environmental issue is one of the most serious problems that
tackle the world. The contribution of Sanskrit towards the
protection of environment is remarkable and inescapable. The
Universe constitutes the five basic elements i.e. Earth, Water, Air,
Fire and sky. Of these, the first three elements i.e. Earth, Water
and Air are prone to environmental disturbance, while the rest two
i.e. Fire and Sky remain unaffected. The pollution which disturbs
ecological balance is called Environmental Pollution.

In olden days, man, as part and parcel of nature, used to live
harmoniously with it. He even treated the forces of nature as
divine beings- Agni Deva, Varuna Deva, Vayu Deva and glorified
their existence and prayed for their intervention in nature’s fury.
But in the modern age man partly out of necessity but mostly
selfishly started industrial and other such activities, but soon his
greed de-generated into avarice and drove him to excesses. He
indulged in the over exploitation of nature’s bounties and began



polluting natural elements in the name of development and
modernization.

The evils, Viz., exploitation of Natural Resources, Industrial
Pollution, Green house Effects, Oxon Layers, Ultra Violet Rays,
Deforestation and excessive use of Chemicals have contributed to
the ecological disturbance which resulted in the environmental
pollution in various ways. As the present generation is a nexus
between the past and future generation, it has a bounden duty to
leave a good legacy to Posterity.

If the attitude of the modern man continues to be the same, the
survival of humanity itself will become questionable. In fact, no
country wishes to remain undeveloped. But the development
should be healthy and at an affordable cost. It should not create
obstacles in the healthy and prosperous development of future
generations. So, in order to achieve sustainable development, one
should give up one’s greed and learn to live in peace with Nature.
This 1s how our ancestors, even in the Vedic times, learned to live.

The Vedas, the very first book of mankind, which is also
considered to be the greatest treatise on Environment, ensured a
healthy relationship between Man and Nature. This relationship
should be as sacrosanct as between mother and child. The Earth
was looked upon as universal mother and all living beings, her
children.

ATAT IRt gATsg IEreAT: (F99as: /12/1-12)

In Vedic times rituals were encouraged and performed with a
view to keeping the environment pure and perfect. The flora and
fauna were considered to be the two important facets of Mother
Nature.

FEreIT RS THT A9
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The Vedas have glorified the Greenery and identified it with
divinity.

According to the Sastras,

“Tree Plantation is considered as a sacred dharma, and
destruction of trees, a great sin.”

Literary artists of Sanskrit and other Literature, with no
exception, are great lovers of Nature. They not only loved nature
but also identified themselves with it. There are many instances to
highlight the love of Sanskrit poets for flora and fauna.

In the II canto of Raghuvamsa a lion speaks to Dilip
explaining the significance of

I X 7oA FaarE THFASHT US|
qT FHHFAEAT Mg Sheaed ATq: T99T S :

Oh, King! The tree which you see yonder is a Devadaru Tree
brought up by Siva like his own son. His wife, Parvathi nourished
it by providing pots of water as she nourished her own son
Kumaraswamy with her breast milk.

Here the motherly affection towards a tree is established.
Moreover it is also said that once upon a time a wild elephant
rubbed her cheek against this same tree rupturing the bark of the
tree. On seeing this, Parvathi felt sad as if her own son
Kumaraswamy was wounded by the arrows pointed at him by
Asuras

FEIsE AT = AT QT : FATCAEVH @4 (TRTAEH)

From these anecdotes it is evident that in the Vedic times even
the smallest injury done to trees was seriously viewed and
resented.
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In the Kumarasambhavam, Kalidasa went a step further by
saying that even a poisonous tree should not be cut down even by
the person who raised it.

[ELEGINERE L R RN I

In Abhijnanasakuntalam, Anasuya while conversing with
Sakuntala speaks to her jovially. She said:

“I think that our father sage Kanva must be having more love
and affection for the trees of our hermitage than for you who,
though extremely delicate, has been entrusted the task of watering
them.

Then Sakuntala replied that she had been watering the plants
not merely because of her father’s behest but because she was also
having brotherly affection towards them. It is very interesting to
observe that every tree in the hermitage of Kanva offers
ornaments to Sakuntala at the time of departure to join her
husband. Similarly the sage Kanva, while sending Sakuntala to
her husband’s house, reminds the trees about the service rendered
by her to them and seeks permission from each for her departure.

T 7 T T ST ORIy AT
Are< SaHEATY wadt @ A7 Teaw
A T: FLATY AT TET: T
B TR et T A raa e |

Our culture went to the extent of saying that no loss of trees
under any circumstances should be permitted. Even in
extraordinary circumstances the destruction of trees or plants
should be compensated for. As an example the loss of plants
occurring for a cremation should be replenished by cultivating the
same number of saplings by the person who performs the funeral
rites.
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The plantation of trees is highly encouraged in our culture.
“One should raise big trees which bear fruits. Even if it does not
offer fruits, it at least gives shade”.

YfaqeaT AgTae: TR H
T AR T TT=EET ¢ (Rard

The trees are compared with great people who sacrificed their
everything for the happiness of others.

Now let us come to the other aspect of environment, Fauna. It
may evoke great interest to point out that all animals forgetting
their identity used to live together in and around the hermitages of
saints without mutual animosity. The sages also used to treat them
as their children. The description of Vasistha’s hermitage in the
Raghuvamsa establishes a sort of mother-child intimacy between
man and animal. The hermitage of Vasista was littered with deers
which were so eager for their fodder that they almost blocked the
wives of the hermits carrying grains inside.

AN INECIBIREE FESUEIER
AT RAT AT TS A - 1/50

Please find the mental agony of a poor animal which is caught
and taken by a hunter.

T ATTHET CTATATTITT
a7 g FIYRF TH F€ TATH!
Hd=l=T o7 FaTT TR AT
Fr TSSOt : Forerat 34T

(TTHRTET GHTIITTaA: <9)

Oh! My dear hunter! You cut and take away every part of my
body. But spare my udder. Because my newly born babies being
unable to eat even tender grass waiting anxiously for me staring at
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the direction of which I have come. If I don’t feed them they will
die. Please be kind enough to leave me.

The indiscriminate killing of animals for food and export,
scientific experiments, preparing medicinal potions, and cosmetic
purposes, may disturb and resulted in the ecological balance.

Once a farmers killed all the sparrows opining that they would
consume five percent of food grains. But to their surprise they
witnessed twelve percent loss of food grains. Because, sparrows,
though consume some amount of grains, protect the crop by
eating away the harmful pests which cause more amount of loss.

In our culture, every creature in nature has been treated and
worshipped as a divine being and even venomous serpents are
treated as gods and worshipped.

% T: aTfeaTearyef arfea:,
Om Dyau Shanti Rantariksha Shanti: Om Dyau Shanti
Rantariksha Shanti:

TEAT QTTeaeTd: ATea e : arfed: |
Prithvi Shanti Rapah Shanti Roshadhayah Shanti:

FACTAT: QTTIeatersd <aT: ATfeasig] arfed:,
Vanas Patayah: Shanti Vishwed Devah Shanti Brahma
Shanti:

o orrfea, entfedar ortfear:, =T AT arrfea
Sarvag Shanti Shanti Reva Shanti: Sa Ma Shanti Redhi:

3 qrrfea: errfed: errfea:l
Om Shanti Shanti Shanti:

May there be peace in the whole sky and in the whole external,
vast space.
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May there be peace on earth, in water in all living beings.

May there be peace in trees, creepers, greenery, flowers, in
water and all herbs — all environment.

May there be peace in the whole universe and the Supreme
being, Brahma.

May there be peace among all and everywhere — all live in
peace along.

May there be peace to us and all beings.
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Influence of Bhagavat Purana on Premanand's
Sudama Charitra

Mr. Nayankumar H. Vasan
Assistant Professor

Noble Science College,
Noble University,
Junagadh, Gujarat

Abstract:

Sanskrit language has great influence on Gujarati language.
Gujarati literature has also been influenced by Sanskrit
literature. The present research paper attempts to review the
influence of Bhagavat Purana on Premanand's Sudama
Charitra. The paper also give ideas about Premanand’s Sudama
Charitra and Bhagavat Purana. The poet has taken the literary
plot from Dhasham Skandha of Bhagavat Purana and created
the narrative poem by his own imagination. In the poem, the
poet has presented the Rasa like Hasya, Karuna, Shant etc.
Moreover this narrative poem is presented in vernacular.

Premanand was a medieval Gujarati poet and Manbhatt
(professionally story teller.). Thus, it is said that he is belong to
17" century but there is no any believable evidence of his birth
and the death. Apart from that he is known for his numerous
literary works. Like Dayaram, Narsinh Mehta and Bhalan,
Premanand was also influenced by Sanskrit literature because the
stories of Purana are poetically narrated in his Sudama Charitra,
Nalakhyan, Chandrahasakhyan, etc. And Sudama Charitra is
wonderful in that too.

Sudama Charitra is a narrative poem it is called Aakhyana in
Gujarati.The poet has taken the literary plot from Dhasham
Skandha of Bhagavat Purana and created the narrative poem by
his own imagination. The poem is presented in vernacular. There
is only literary plot that poet has taken from Bhagavat Purana but
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he presented the style, poetic dialogue, occasional depiction, art
etc. with his own insight. In the poem the poet has presented the
Rasa like Hasya, Karuna, Shant etc.The poem is about Sudama
and Krishna and their friendship. In Sudama Charitra, Sudama is a
poor Brahmin where as his childhood friend Krishna is a king of
Dvaraka. Once Sudama’s wife asked him to seek help of lord
Krishna to get rid from poverty. Later on he goes to Dvaraka and
meets his friend Krishna. He also carries a bag of flat rice as a gift
for Krishna but he was ashamed to present Krishna with his gift of
flat rice. So Krishna grabbed the bundle of flat rice Sudama was
hiding and ate a handful of it with great pleasure. as Sudama
returned home with empty hand even though he did not lost his
faith and vice versa he thought it would be batter for his future.
But when he reached to his village he could not find his hut and
he seen the palaces there. Later he find the this all about the grace
of lord Krishna.

Bhagavat Purana is an Indian scripture originally written in
Sanskrit language. It composed by Krishna Dwaipian Vyasa.
Basically it is the collection of various stories.The book consists
of twelve cantos, comprises 335 chapters. Bhagavat Purana is one

of hinduism’s eighteen great puranas.” It is most studied and
popular. Bhagavat Purana is about lord Vishnu’s
incarnations(Avataras) and of Vaishnavism.

¢ Bhagavata Purana. wikipedia.org
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhagavata_Purana#CITEREFBryant
2007

2 The 18 Important Puranas of Himduism. religionworld.in
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.religionworld.in/18-
important-puranas-of-hinduism-vedic-knowledge-of-hindu-religion-

holy-sciptures-of-sanatan-dharma/amp/
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Bhagavat Purana and Sudama Charitra are related to each
other. Because Premanand took literary plot from Bhagavat
Purana to compose his wonderful narrative poem, entitled Sudama
Charitra. We know the story of Sudama Charitra that is discussed
in eighty and eighty-one Adhyaya of the tenth canto of Bhagavat
Purana.

There are such poets like Som, Bhalan, Premanand, Narsinh
etc. who took the story of Sudama from Bhagavat Purana. But
amongst all, Premanad is quite different. Because Premanand’s
Sudama is different from of others. In Bhagavat Purana Sudama is

a devotee of God. ®IRlAd-l YelHl 5491 Hsd €9.° He also believes

that man’s future is depends on his or her Karma. He lives simple
life as a devotee of lord Krishna and have been seen as completely
free from material desires. In Sudams Charitra we see that
Sudama’s wife asked him to visit his friend Krishna in Dvaraka
and beg some charity. First Sudama did not agree but later he
agreed to go, reflecting that an opportunity to see lord Krishna.

Sudama reached Dvaraka and his friend Krishna warmly
welcome him. While Sudama leaved the palace of lord Krishna he
did not ask about any precious thing and he returned home with
empty handed. Later he blessed by lord Krishna; he gave palaces
to him. Later on Sudama lived his life happily but he did not leave
his devotion/Bhakti towards lord Krishna.

In the poem, Premanand made Sudama as a poor Brahmin in
spite of devotee of God.EIHIA HIIAAAAL Risdel t1ed 215 2R¢ GBI
¥l d [Adz 9.¥ So here Premanand made some changes and used

his own imagination. Originally in Bhagavat Purana, Sadama is a
great soul who is devotee of Lord Krishna. More over Premanand
made Sudama’s wife as a modest lady but she also face some

? Sudama Charitra. p.42
¥ Sudama Charitra. p.43
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sufferings. Due to their poverty there is no enough food at her
home to feed her children. More over Sudama’s wife could not
forget the pain of hunger due to the ideas of deed or Karma
followed by Sudama.

Apart from that there are other some occasions that appeared
in the poem. That is Krishana ask about the gift sent by Sudama’s
wife. That occasion appears in both Sudama Charitra and
Bhagavat Purana also. There are other such occasions that
Premanand tald about. He also expanded the events with his
insight. He used his poetic imagination and coloured the original
event with his colourful poetic imagination. Premanand has also
discussed about the important Rasa that made the poem more
effective. He presented Sudama as a ordinary man. At the
concluding part of the Adhyaya eighty-one (in Bhagavat Purana)

we see that &ITF o ST § (far=iT it 75 i AT 37T Iegiv e
ST THT T AT T GTH ST ST T THHATT 30T g, ST v’
In a short time he attained Lord Krsna’s supreme abode, the
destination of great saints.®

Premanand tried to make the poem realistic one. He simplified
the story from Bhagavat Purana. Premanand added some new
occasions in the poem. He added some Rasa like Karuna, Hasya,
Shanta and relates theme with the particular occasion. To
conclude the research paper one can say that the character of
Sudama is very realistic. There are are such writes who wrote
about Sudama Charitra but Premanand’s Sudama Charitra is
wonderful. The language and style that Premanand used is so
beautiful. The language is very easy to understand. More over his
art of creativity and of imagination is also notable. In a nutshell

“ Bhagwat Mahapuran. p.621
& Srimad Bhagavatam. Vedabase
https://vedabase.io/en/library/sb/10/81/
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Premanand is one of the Gujarati poet who is known for Aakhyan
(narrative poem).
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>  SYETL: (Abstract)

FEFAATeeded A=A TATE: add A g Fafaad
FEFAYTH AqATRT: AT ageT TG Tieq Sehaaeig
TR UF FAAATE: SATT: TATT AT T et ATCATTATITE T
T FAATE: S, A g Eeefraramy o9 qengare: s sfa
IMEAGSEAT ITEATAA | TFAAST AAATIH AT AATEATAT
afea, T orf o Sfeafeam st gt Tga===T FarT A
Wﬁfﬁ%ﬁaﬁ,@m: FAT: UF [AET AT GdeT ST
SyeaTian:  |feq RameeswaT,  TedAREid, e,
ghrargatid, ggraagreaid:, Jaraagtaerta:, Tgae=q sadu
TGl ARaed qarg 91U Tqars: Srd:, aed
AAATEET YT 3Tk TTRIAFT: Faqd: Tqeqy = qeEed
THqara: | TgaeTeT TgeEl, S, TS, ST, gAmT, w4 Y,
TATaT, Ry, wfeer, dfeq, w4, e, T, T, By, T,
qrterer, TS, T, FMUATS AT AU FaTe: STa:| Jury
ATATRET ATT A ATATRT: AT Ta aadigaed Fu
TEhd A e TTRITHATIT: T9Taatd, off% g fEraer qat: 9
EEIEIRIET

> 99T (Introduction)

FIAATRA AT TFLUN [ THATET THE: qdd| ATEqeAT T

AT aEfRers gersa: gerqaraas Raraa: 0
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THAA-TT: T | THAAT FAT: AR EA - AT S-ILTAT T
e A aTeaaniEgcd TATEH STETaaq| o UF Aol qer
TATRAT TET AT OFaeaed  9ean: T91a:  #08adm
TOZTAl IR AqATEET T i Al add| 99
frfequea@T J=9eq 9fd UF Sqaresy Uaen i
SEe il G G K (R S R SR R Eo M P-t e L E AR
TBATH-AREIET A FAT: T AEpragey: Aeal’ FATET: T
qfd, 9T FIAMT TATd| TIAAET 00 AT FTAATT: A
STAIT | FEFAAT AT ATARATHT TAHTEET FH: HIGeT: I,
HeRqHTgcaed ITAARIRATAT e qvql Aeaad, arfasd =9
FA AFA, AU AT TATA: T T GLAA?
TATET: [AAT: SEer@ SR F=ar: qieq|

>  SQIrEee: (Research Objective)

4+ TEHIIIEMEAET  WRaeT  YIRIHATIET:  TETed
farerorrsrerer fawr sreran

+ TegquaETeaes Feefirammm: werfee Eerrraraer
[EEpEEzpRIR]

& TITET TTHFE, TATHFET F TIETET FHHOT TTHFAAT,
TRITCHFRAAT o ATATEET R sregamr|

+ HEHRANTIET: TIENEEET FATAY ARAET [ATaemg AT
T FATET: STTAT:, TOT & sreag=r

+  HERATq FRTaeT aTadTeeaeT 391, faeer 7 Fgeft am=m smefiq
= sreggaT

> sgwiafa: (Research Methodology)
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TFATHEH TLTIT FUATHERH AqHa, ey

AAEET o |
X WW RATATT:

AT FATHIae SeAqA: fd, ofq U "Fmargeas=
arfagf:" =fa wed afes sfeq) geqisnr: stfderaaTy W
e T-ATITAT: THTE: ATRq i qafaey)® vaad Efeag- A 99
TTAAT A ITAFIA, TTEAT HEFAATITAT: AT : FEAT| FTA
qay o SepaamaET TEaes IgdeTT Qoo @ STeET:
AATET: TTAw|° ATE HEhd FHe (A0 FTh-ATedH" ST,

(e AGA STAATAT AT AT Fer-ATerHT qE favrer
STEATIA STaH AT ARAAY SMESIATE ARHAE AgTH-
AAAT AT TFAT qTarET: [ ded |reafiqy ua
Faql T B, T, (O, FAST, THi@ TATed: AT
Feaatedl

AR TATIEAT ST AT SATATRT:

ARAaUed  ®SAaedaey Ua  Graiamumrn: areErgaer
FqATET [aq At geFa) Far B Adaar fereoraget
TTSTATITeA ToeaIT: JHmEer: Sa: e, Tag a7 Siaaral Ardr
STATI TSAHAHI:, Fegdad: 7 RFeal-ATlgcd ™ TITHATIET
AR T=aq| AqQ: Reararaai fEfegmr et Faror
TATATAFHAAT TF oT: 9T &1 qeae Aiigcd aravd: [fgaer
AT AT A Fqr B qreereary {em: Jrerassm
TaTq TISATERMT  Adg  Saed®ar oerql qiead aqd
THAAHAT:, RATTFAT:, TedATead, gaaid, gredaaaq

R The Sanskrit language (in Norwegian). (http://bit.ly/1IXNqBPh)
3 The Fables of Bidpai, Introduction
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TATGATT HEFATATET, HHFaFA T 9 FTAARIRLAT 98
AATE: ATA 3. 24\9¥ T Qo0 Ui [ZeaI¥MAT: ATGa+d
FTeT: ATLAvg: Tid gl T FTer IO aTari e i =T
ST, dUT qREIRE-TEAT ATHaql od: qeRd Aied
AACFAIH: ST FHIAE: F9Td| Tq: RraraTaaT: araariged
AT [eqahTdl Tefg: saddl qortag: Fa oy, «va,
ATATAT, "IIRT, SreAtaAre, aed T SATe | T g ATl
e AgTa Ut TRTETHH STEIq|

> SENINT — . <o au Fu Ffter g =i agmgare:
STl q@: (<o TH Y TRATIE TeIE FEITHTOTETH
AqATE: ATAq qd: (¥ THAT TATHR:  [AHEE:
FATATF A ATT TR AATARATAT TSI THATITAT  ATITATH
afgdfe o RfFgwEry geEeERE ayEsm awmql

TSARLTET T IFATAT TSIV Faar Areal®

> SEAATATYT, IRATINT 7 — FeFqaTeade TR
AT sesgw gH-AavEadl-Agead fofed: "Tgare are”
ATHE: HEHATq A HATATITAT Aqad: TTIH: T2 qTd|
UT: FTATT: ARdl FOd FIeA-HgeT: IESATATITAT:
AT AqATEH FAFAQ & Ffa: o, o
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FASHTITIT HEFTATIET: AqRAT: FAT FAT: ITATI

¥ ARAM AMIBHIHE AS, Y. 157
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u o=t FTeied — U ST, . e SR, 3. 9%ER

& SURAD cuIptME slnAfe, Y. 12

\o WRATF ATOT 3R et SIqaTe THET — QHIM, of. Shellel S wiiean, . amof
THRH, J. 32
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HATY, HEFATATEH  ENT  A(ad ATl Tl
BRI EERG]

> UgALI-ATITETS:

TEAAl-ATITT  TFaered WWAHAN Aqars: el
TTHAEREHTOET  Tgadl-aTaT  WeETl §6harq 41
TTAARICHTATIT  TATIAT  STEIq Tgea-ATIraT T STars:
AAq, TET Haa=dl FAA 'ATE G AT SXA-0ET ST
(439-40%) T: GEI AN, ‘Fgefiar T whEE @
SARLET ST FATHG, TOqa I, ANASUET HeArad Tad
TFATT Siroeq STl T8 ATLIET qadd qa: 1: AT Siaa:
qatd il d: q: ST TS GopU-ATHE TS STeH g
AT JUIq : 92 Aaeered ATa-q9qy sfearm| 1= =@
FATUTHRTY fAHeT: ST\ 3 d T: FgT AT agid a7 Soaey
Ao srqesa) 7: fAgT ST 4, e g gaa faue ve
TaqET:, I e qiadr FEad e agfiae:
HAAT UF AT, T@: F qad Sad IrArd| q7 qgfEdr v
T T

TIAAET AT T HT o0 - ET: THae TAT=gdl
SR T AATTAT q: THAAT TgAd T aTITATH SAaTaq
TR SIS TFAET FAT: oAl Add Tpload: Sd:|
TFAE FAEarT ATgE q: T e FRitqeam) agaee
THTHATCH, AATE: TEAAT-ATIRTH T A aaq: TFa=IeT

Aeeh AqITIRT: STAT:|
> HfREm-sd-gar- w4 - e -aTR:

TEAAT-ATITAT: AA=qY TFAET TIIH: AqaTa: HATe-
ATITAT ST | STHAeET AUl AAET Yoo . Hed TgAdl-d:
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HITRATE- AT TFT=T TATE: S ¢ To-I-HHFhT-ATH:
AqATEH: TgAdl-ATIET: TFeaed [ a9 Aqare war=q G
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HATUTAT: SAATEY AT TIRET T TJaeTed Sqars:
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TE FI-39 FAfare ] AT ¥ Tydeed Sqaresd Saq|
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> R -E - e - S - ETe:

TARAES  ALA-ATIEAT: TFAAST  TTHAE A T- AT TH
AATE: S| Teq qEHTE STATETq TaHd FEd AATd-Hia
THAAE FLATATT-T: RI-ATIHTH AR AFUq THAT T
Rg-aTUaTs: afg "gegage: geadl Far @ JEaaree
AT HATT A AT TG, ATCATATITATH TFTATTATE:
e gfdl (R0 TR FLA-TET: F(-ATHER: TZEl-ST:
ATH-ATITET TFTATaE Faa o AT FeA@r a A
AAESEAasRT: 2d TS (¥<o quaME  AfeTaHrITaT:
THAATATE: THANTITAT S| TEaTare | {9 S &fa

¢ Kalilah and Dimnah; or, The fables of Bidpai; being an account of

their literary history, Introduction, p. xiv
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TEATY THAATITIATIGT  BIATS-SAHTE- A HATS-S9TAT AT
EE S IREIEHSIGHN

> HIRE -l - - AT aTe:

AT FeATAT F REATATHEATET THAAET R
HAATE: ST | TEAE "FAATT FeAa A IHF-TF A TTATET Tohi-
ATYTAT: GHTIATHT-ATHF: THAATIATE: THaql (8¥Y qaaq
FHI-T: AqA e I-ATHER AqareTed aga-ey Toaus-
ATHF: HF-AATE: Aq:| [T AR ETET FAT: TAT 9q: aTa:
EIEE-dl

> SATEIATATaT:
AFAAIET qeuy qoa fF O fgw Fa

AqATE:, (<00 THAY FAfeed-ATHA EguT Fa: dqaE: =
TERTIAAT TAT: IHAT: AATEAT: A9 'AI2eq A6 FAraq 3
At Eerfderares g7 sqarer TRfdan 2Ry, ¢33y au
AT FATLN FHO EEAAT TEH-HEIET:, AT, Toog TESL-HRIaT:
=1 o ATy AT Iq, TAT TFAT T, TAET F TN
qAd, TAT ATAL-ARIEAT ASIATATE: TATHS:, TTHE: T A
AAT, AAAATITIT: TAATRH AT GATT THAE: TH:

atal

? History of the Migration of Panchatantra, Vijay Bedekar, Institute for
Oriental Study, Thane, Saturday, the 27th December 2008

20 Tales Within Tales — adapted from the fables of Pilpai T&iehrdT T
EIRE

2% Harvard Oriental Series. Department of Sanskrit and Indian Studies,
Harvard University, 2009



ieadtTq )
> I AT
gar-ames: fagr gswy qEAY EterTITET

THTATATEH  TFUA|  Thl-AATEG (FATIATHT) SR AT
Q9R¥ THAY FAqATE: SATd:| HFATIMET: Fqars: Tagus-AraT

g © P aTeee-AgeTe T QoYY aHaY SIS -aqaTs:, JeYy
THAT T AATAT FHAAT THA-ALATE: THRIAT:| QSR THAT
JAq- AR @I FRSA-AqATE: ITAAA| 0o THAY TIeTel-
ATATE: FATIT STSATARISAT | Q0 ¢ TH T THISA-ATIT: SH-
AUEATE AT IFq=F T Fare: THIAa:l ecq a7 a9
SATTOATS -ATITAT, TAT-ATITAT o T qaTa: S|

>  SgEeHRY: (Conclusion)

THAIAE AATEET TRFIT FHHO Tgadt, e, 7, dfe,
TETAAT, AIANTIT A faegar sfgeaa awfy i uaer
T ATATEET TEFIET TAAT | FETro 2T foraed wErtag
AR &ISTT oqaTes:, o@®:, OFEdE: a7 TIaeneqeae
TAANRIREFT: STIRME FHEAE T ST TSI
AALAITATITE  ATATY AqATE:  STq: | TATHIUTAT: A=Y
PrRRTET-SHA AT STHTATITETE: AT ST S
TFTAE ATATST: ATATET: TgAT SATAT:, TH: SAATSH: AT
SET: FEET AR AT AT g, Ad:  dtdweal
FTAAT R AR T HFEHTATIT UF T4 (201 (4T AT

*kkkk

2% The Fables of Pilpay, Introduction
23 A Curriculum for English, Page - 109
(https://archive.org/stream/ERIC _EDO013810#page/n128/mode/1up/s

earch/bidpai)
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THE INFLUENCE OF SANSKRIT POETRY IN ODIA
LITERATURE
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO “INDUMATI”

Ms. Simanteeni Seth

Ph.D. Scholar

Dept. of Sanskrit

Gujarat University, Ahmadabad

Sanskrit is the mother of all indo-Aryan languages. it is the
holy and divine language of India, written in Devnagari script
which is also known for its clarity and beauty. It belongs to the
indo-European languages family. Sanskrit is considered to be the
oldest language in human history. It is the root and inspiration for
virtually every language spoken in India. it is a classical language
like, Greek, Latin, Persian and some Indian languages like Tamil,
Telugu, Malayalam, and Odia. Sanskrit is a scientific language.
The scientists at National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) have acknowledged that Sanskrit is the most scientific
language in which the words are written exactly in the manner
they are spoken or thought of.

As it is difficult to take hole Odia literature in this paper, so, I
have tried to take only a poetry “Indumati’ which is written by
Gangadhara Meher, to show how the impact of Sanskrit has been
influenced in odia language and literature. To establish the theme,
Gangadhara Meher use to quote from Sanskrit texts of
Raghuvamsham in his poetry.

Odia Language:-

Odia ( formerly spelled as Oriya) is an Indo-Aryan
language spoke in the Indian state of odisha. It is the official
language of Odisha. The language is also spoken by minority
populations of the neioghbouring states of Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Chhattishgarh, Karnataka, = Andhrapradesh  and
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Tamilnadu. Odia is the only indo-European language of india
other than sanskrit and the sixth Indian language that has been
conferred classical language status forms the basis of odissi dance

.. P 4
and odissi music.

Influence of Sanskrit in Odia Language —

Odia language is mostly influence by Sanskrit language.
Influence of Sanskrit in modern odia language is clearly seen, not
only in literary form but also in vocabulary and phonology as
well. there are so many Sanskrit words that used in odia language
for example janani, matrubhumi, jala, agni, teja, dristi, nayana etc.
These words becom part of our daily life. There are two typs of
Sanskrit words These are Tatsama and Tadbhava.

Tatsama —

Tatsama are Sanskrit loanwords in modern Indo-Aryan
languages and Dravidian languages as same words and same
meaning also. in odia there are so many Tatsama words. They are
derived from Sanskrit verbal roots with the addition of suffixes
and known in odia as “Tatsama Krudanta”. For example-

Darshana: - it 1s a Sanskrit word that means “to see” in Odia
also it is same meaning.

Nayan: - it is a Sanskrit word that meaning “eye” in Odia also
it is the same meaning.

Jagannatha: - it means the lord of universe in Sanskrit but use
in Odia as same meaning.

Agni — it means “fire” in Sanskrit also in Odia Language.

¢ “Odia gets classical language status” The Hindu. 20 February 2014.
ISSN 0971-751Xs
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Tadbhava-

Tadbhavas are distinguished from tatsamas, a term applied to
words borrowed from classical Sanskrit after the development of
the middle Indo-Aryan languages. It used in other Indian language
with a little modification. In odia those words are derived from
odia verval root, those verbal root derived from Sanskrit verval
root is called Tadbhava krudanta words. For example-

Kandiba — Which means in odia “to cry” it comes fro odia
dhatu “kanda” which comes from Sanskrit “Krand” dhatu.

About Indumati:-

Indumati is a 19" century odia poem written by Gangadhara
Meher (1893-94) published as a book in 1894. It covers the event
of indumati character of 5™-8" canto of Raghuvamsham Epic. It is
divided into two parts Purva Bhaga and Uttara Bhaga. In this two
parts the poet Gangadhara Meher describes the Swayamvara of
indumati, Marriage of prince aja and indumati, attacks from
enemy, the love of aja and indumati, aja vilapa etc.

About The Author :-

Swabhava Kavi Gangadhara Meher was a renowned odia poet
of the 19™ century. Though poor in wealth and education he
remained one of the most prolific and original contributor to Odia

literature.? He was born in 9™ of august 1862 (on the fullmoon day

of sravana purnima) in Barapali present day Bargarh District of
Odisha. Died in 4™ April 1924. His father name is Chaitanya
Meher and Mother name is Sevati Devi. Gangadhara Started
compsing poems from a very tender age. His first writtinf follow
the style and technique of the ancient odia writers. His first kavya
(Poetic work) was ‘Rasa-Ratnakara’.

R Orissa society of Americas 27th Annual convention souvenir.
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As a young boy he heard the Odia Ramayanas composed by
Balaram Dasa and afterwards he himself read it as well as the odia
Mahabharata by Sarala Dasa. He also read and mastered a great
number of Sanskrit books; of which ‘Raghuvamsham’ deserve
mention. He wrote poetries namely Indumati, Tapasvini,
Pranayaballari, Ahalyastaba, Madhumaya and many proses,
poetries for his restless contribution to Odisha. For his beautiful
works he awarded as ‘Swabhava Kavi’. He was more influenced
by the Sanskrit literature. The epic Raghuvamsham and the author
Kalidasa, influenced Gangadhara Meher in the writing of the
“Indumati”.

Influence of Sanskrit epic Raghuvamsam in indumati :-

To show the influence of Sanskrit literature I take this poem
‘Indumati’ written by Gangadhara Meher which is influenced by
the work of Kalidasa in Raghuvamsham. No doubt that
Gangadhara meher was a odia writer but also hi was a sanskrit
reader as he used the verses of raghuvamsham in his poem. As an
Odia scholar he can use the odia verses, he can influenced by
other languages but he know that how beautiful Sanskrit language
is? Here some examples proved that it influenced by work of
Kalidasa:-

It starts with the Swayamvara of Indumati. In the hall of
swayamvara there are many more princes comes from various
states to marry the princess of vidarbha Indumati. But when other
suitor kings or princes have looked at prince ‘Aja’, there hearts
become hopeless of winning the hand of princess indumati in the
self-selection of her bridegroom. Because the appearance of
prince Aja is more like love god ‘Manmatha’.

Sanskrit verse of Raghuvamsham-



%00 Sahityasaurabham
TR AT FHIHH TA A e TS I a
FTEHCETHATATHRIATH, TATOTTH FAT T AeGHA AT

Odia verse of Indumati-

Tahin Madhye vije koshala nrupati suta aja yuvaraja
Soora brunda sange maheeki aagata hele ki se devaraja.
Aja aagamane nrupa manankara hrasva hela abhimana

kanya labha asha doora hoi gala maanasaru tahankara.

Here Her dasi Sunanda said to princess indumati about the
king of anga.

STTE SATHAHEAATS: eI iag =T
e e s T TSt e

In odia verse of indumati-

Kishoree maniki tahun priyasakhi nei angapati pase
Rajanka sundarapana ku bakhani kahila madhura bhase.
dekha khanjanakshi vije karichhanti dviteeya anaga roopa

Navina kishora mukuta ehiti angamandalara roopa.*

3 Raghuvamsham 2/6, prof. Dr. Krushnamani Tripathi, chowkhamba
surabharati prakashan, Baranasi, 1998

¥ Gabgadhara Granthavali Edited by Dr. Raghunath Meher, published
by Bidya Prakashan, Cuttack- 753002, ISBN: 81-7703-073-6

4 Raghuvamsham 27/6, prof. Dr. Krushnamani Tripathi, chowkhamba
surabharati prakashan, Baranasi, 1998

& Gabgadhara Granthavali Edited by Dr. Raghunath Meher, published
by Bidya Prakashan, Cuttack- 753002, ISBN: 81-7703-073-6
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Like this many more verses are there is in indumati kavya of
gangadgara meher. In its second part raghu retires to a hermitage
to prepare himself to be freed from this worldly life. After some
years of meditation and penance his soul is released from body
and attains union with supreme sprit. In course of time indumati,
the queen of aja, gives birth to a son named Dasharatha. One day
while the wife and husband, Aja and indumati, are amusing
themselves in the palace garden a garland of celestial flowers
suddenly falls upon the wife from heaven which brings her life to
an end. The picture of husband Aja is highly pathetic. This is the
situations the author apply verses that taken from Sanskrit text of
Raghuvamsham.

Conclusion :-

Odia language is mostly similar to Sanskrit language. most of
the people in odishaused Sanskrit words In their daily life. The
modern odia poet Gangadhara meher used most of Sanskrit words
and verses in his 19" century kavya Indumati. He was an odia
scholar but he gave the importance to Sanskrit literature by
writing this kavya. We can say that Sanskrit is the mother of odia
language and it is mostly influenced by Sanskrit literature.

* %k k k
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